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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: An image pickup device with niuhiple image sensors 
which combines image data from multiple image sensors to increase the resolution. 

Claim Rejections ' 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

1: Claims 1, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by JP 09- 
289,605 Tanabe et al. 

2: As for Claim 1, Tanabe et al teaches on Paragraphs [0025, 030-0032] and depicts in 
Figure 5 an image pickup device, comprising a spectroscope which makes an optical image of an 
object (51) to be picked up as condensed by a condensing lens (52) system incident and which 
separates the same into two directions (53, 55 and 57), an overall image pickup portion (58) 
which forms one optical image as separated by the spectroscope as an overall image of the object 
to be picked up on an image-forming surface disposed with a primary area pickup element (58) 
through a primary image-forming lens (52) system and which picks the overall image up by the 
primary area pickup element so as to output an overall image signal, and a detailed image pickup 
portion (58) which forms the other optical image as separated by the spectroscope as an image on 
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an image-forming surface disposed with a secondary area pickup element (58) having a 
resolution equivalent to the primary area pickup element; (Paragraph 0025) through a secondary 
image-forming lens system and which picks a part of the overall image up by the secondary area 
pickup element (58) so as to output a detailed image signal of high resolution. 
3: As for Claim 5, Tanabe et al teaches on Paragraph [0023 and 0030] the detailed image 
pickup unit is comprised with a moving unit which moves the secondary area pickup element to 
an arbitrary position of the overall image formed on the image-forming surface. Tanabe et al 
teaches and depicts in Figure 4 that the image sensors (44) that receive light divided by a beam 
splitter (43) can be moved in order to capture images in different locations, therefore, increasing 
the resolution. 

4: In regards to Claim 6, Tanabe et al teaches on Paragraph [0023 and 0030] jogging 
(moving the image sensors). Tanabe et al teaches the moving unit is comprised with a position 
controlling unit which moves the secondary area pickup element to a target position within the 
overall image as instructed from an external unit. Tanabe et al teaches and depicts in Figure 4 
that the image sensors (44) that receive light divided by a beam splitter (43) can be moved m 
order to capture images in different locations, therefore, increasing the resolution. It is inherent 
that the motion is controlled by a position controUing unit. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5: Claims 2-4 and 7-1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. USPN 5,130,814 Spencer teaches the use of a imaging system that uses a condensing 
lens (1) a beam splitter (2) and multiple image sensors (CCDs); USPN 4,652,909 Glenn teaches 
the use of an imaging system that uses a beam-splitter (111) and multiple cameras (130 and 140); 
USPN 5,532,737 Braun teaches the use of an imaging system which uses a plurality of imaging 
devices (102 and 104) and receives light from a condensing lens (1 10); USPN 6,373,523 Jang 
teaches the use of an imaging system that uses a prism (20) a condensing lens (10) and multiple 
image sensors (30 and 3 1); USPN 5,386,228 Okino teaches a system with a condensing lens (1), 
a beam-splitter (2) and two image sensors (101 and 102). 

Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James M. Hannett whose telephone number is 571-272-7309. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:00.pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on 571-272-7308, The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James M. Hannett 



Application/Control Number: 
Art Unit: 2612 



10/012,471 



Pages 



Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 

JMH 

June 22, 2005 



TECHfiOLOGY Tim^^ 2500 



